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New Django Server Setup: Part 2

We copy each user's ssh public key into their authorized_keys file in their home 
directory. This allows users to securely login with ssh, instead of using password 
authentication. Finally, we need to create an application user. This is a UNIX user 
account that will own all of the Django application files and will be used to execute 
the project's Django/Gunicorn process.

In Part 1 of this article, we discussed our choice of typical server stack and the 
general packages that we find useful upon an initial installation. Part 2 will focus 
on setting up the site environment and configuring the system services. As mentioned 
before, at Imaginary, this setup process is normally automated via the Saltstack 
provisioner. However, for the purposes of this article, we will walk through the steps 
individually. This article assumes that you have read Part 1 previously.
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In order to make the OS usable to our System Administrators, we need to set up the 
system and its users. We start by creating a "worker" UNIX group and UNIX users for 
each Imaginary Landscape staff member. 

In Part 1 of this article, we discussed our choice of typical server stack and the 
general packages that we find useful upon an initial installation. Part 2 will focus on 
setting up the site environment and configuring the system services. As mentioned 
before, at Imaginary, this setup process is normally automated via the Saltstack 
provisioner. However, for the purposes of this article, we will walk through the steps
individually. This article assumes that you have read Part 1 previously.

System Setup

In order to make the OS usable to our System Administrators, we need to set up the 
system and its users. We start by creating a "worker" UNIX group and UNIX users for 
each Imaginary Landscape staff member. Each staff user is added to the worker 
group and is given sudo access. In addition, a umask of 002 is added to 
the end of the /etc/profile. I'll explain the significance of these settings later.

      

     1. sudo useradd -d /iscape/home/user1 user1 -s /bin/bash
     2. sudo usermod -aG worker user1
     3. sudo usermod -aG sudo user1
     4. sudo sh -c 'echo "umask 002" >> /etc/profile'  

      sudo useradd -d /iscape/home/user1 user1 -s /bin/bash
      sudo usermod -aG worker user1
      sudo usermod -aG sudo user1
      sudo sh -c 'echo "umask 002" >> /etc/profile'  

•
•
•
•

NAME

EMAIL

YOUR COMMENT

POST

LEAVE A COMMENT

WEBSITE (OPTIONAL)

PREVIEW

CAPTCHA I’M NOT A ROBOT

In order to make the OS usable to our System Administrators, we need to set up the 
system and its users. We start by creating a "worker" UNIX group and UNIX users for 
each Imaginary Landscape staff member. 

COMMENTS

Nathaniel on 01/13/16 @ 09:35AM CST

Could you clean up the templates with an approach like this:

https://gist.github.com/npardington/58f41dbaa754bf721330

My original use case for this approach was in a slider where the slides had different templates that you 
could select on the actual CMSPlugin model

template = models.CharField(max_length=255, choices=SLIDE_TEMPLATES, blank=True, null=True) 

Dave Bertrand on 01/13/16 @ 05:18PM CST

Thanks for the comment, Nathaniel! Yes, that's a nice approach to keep some of that conditional logic out of 
the templates. It could be especially beneficial if you had to start looking at dynamically switching between 
more than just a couple variations based on auth perms or some other criteria. 

      sudo useradd -d /iscape/home/user1 user1 -s /bin/bash
      sudo usermod -aG worker user1
      sudo usermod -aG sudo user1
      sudo sh -c 'echo "umask 002" >> /etc/profile'  
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Thanks for the comment, Nathaniel! Yes, that's a nice approach to keep some of that conditional logic out of 
the templates. It could be especially beneficial if you had to start looking at dynamically switching between 
more than just a couple variations based on auth perms or some other criteria. 
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